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therefore think that the Federation, in actual practice,
if not in law will be federation of British Indian
Units."

"LIFT COUNCIL BOYCOTT"

Continuing Mr. Hales deprecated the idea of a
boycott of the legislatures. Even if the Reforms
should be "inadequate, disappointing and unsatisfac-
tory to use a famous Congress phraseology ", Mr. Hales
would yet urge upon his friends in India that a policy
of abstention was fraught with very grave consequences
to the country. For one thing, abstention would result
in the return of undesirable men.

I am sure, Mr. Hales added, " that if any argu-
ment was necessary for lifting the ban on Council
entry, the recent Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill
should afford the strongest argument. I have no desire
to comment on the merits of the bill. It may have
been necessary. It may not. The point is that a very
large number of people I have met declared that the
measure ought not to have been passed. Now, if the
Swarajists should have been -in the Council, it is un-
thinkable that such a bill as this one could be passed
through the legislative anvil. As long as counting of
heads is the method whereby public opinion is guaged,
it was open to the Swarajists to have made impossible
the passage of the bill. I feel that abstention is weak-
ness. I would persuade my Congress friends to revise
their policy."